—* THE FIRST SETTLER IN HILLSBORO , 

II a Biography of John McNeel 
|| By Eliz b3t,h C. Sheet 
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I John McNeel was horn in Freder- 
| ick county, Virginia, in 1745, and 
|| passed much of his early life in (Jum- 
| berlrnd, Maryland. 

| Mr. McNeel seemed to be fond of 
I athletics and in a contest his antag- 
|| onist was badly injured. To avoid 
| arrest and trial for murder he fled 

I 

Ig and followed the trend of the Alle- 
| ghenies. A long while was spent in 
| the wilderness without much food, 
| causing suffering of the mind and 
| the shape his body was in cannot be 
imagined by any of us. Finally go 
ing deeper and deeper into the Wil 
derness, he came at last in view of 
the Levels in 17G5. 

The place was covered mostly with 
trees surrounded by large mountains. 
This seemed like home to iVlr. Mc¬ 
Neel and lie decided to settle in re. 
He chose a place to build his cabin 
near the present home owned bv 
iiun. M. J. McNeel. Traces of I Is 
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I Neel and he decided to settle lure, 
f He chose a place to build his cabin 
I near the present heme owned bv 
Hon. M. J. McNeel. Traces of 1 is 
cabin have been seen by many peop e 
yet Jiving, between the gae and the 
public road and his residence If 
this spot could be traced, it would 
be weil to mark it with a piece of 
marble gotten close by to show that 
he was the tirst settler in Little 
Levels District. 

Dere Mr. McNeel prayed over his 
guilt and prated with a broken hearo, 
and hunted for food, subsist.ng most 


;aid 011 venison and trout. 
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One day while hunting he met 
Charles and Edward Kennison from 
his old home, who had come here 
prospecting for a situation. From 
these men he learned that the mau 
he had been boxing with was noi 
Kihed and not even seriously hurt 

i 8 was indeed good news to him, 
because lie felt free from all bloody 
stains. 

Mi. McNeel shared his cabin with 
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I his uld home, who had come here 
prospecting for a situation. From 
these men he learned that the man 
h ? 1]ad been boxing with was not 
Pro- kb led and not even seriously hurt 
or: This was indeed good news to him 

ad- 1 because he felt free from all bloodv 
eck stains. J 

| Mr Me IS eel shared his cabin with 
jp- his friends and helped them clear a 
rd-j tract of land adjoining his tract, 
nd ; -rbe three then set out for tire lower 
re. j valley of Virginia. 
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While visiting home 
married Martha Davis 
of j in Wales in 1740 . 

r- j their marriage they 

Levels, a few acres was soon cleai 

e anci Parity to subsist upo 

was raised. ^ 

Mr McNeel was deeply impresse 
tti a sense of pratltude to God fo 

* c “ re * “'“1 *Her all to fall Int 
/ J a wealthy place that he built 
\ e for worship, the Whit* Pol 
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I county he had been boxing with was no j I svs 
1 of Pro- 'killed and not even seriously hurt e 
1 at or. This was Indeed good news to him, 

*or grad -' because he feit free from all bloody 
J check stains. 

| Mr McNeel shared his cabin with 
>n/y up- his friends and helped them clear a 
accord- j tract of land adjoining his tract. 
js and j The three then set out for the lower 
refore. j valley of Virginia. 

speciti-; VVrjiie visiting home John McNeel 
n titles married Martha Davis who was born 

P? ° f ! 1 ‘ , W<l ' eS iU 1740 ' Shortly after 

f it?' T? ,.. m ' dr . r “ t;e Ll ‘ e> ’ ca0Qe to 

0 the. Levels, A few acres was soon clear 
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gallon, J point Pleasant, October 10. 1774. 


s pan I ij (1 r g and joined the expedition at Tn^nVvf 
gallon, point Pleasant, October 10. 1774. j As y. 

your I They went across the Eastern moun-1 

I tain and eniisted in same company l assist , 
EE. I that went fr> 0 Q Frederick county, 1 burir 
V served through the Revolution ami | state 

. then took up the peaceful trend of'y iss 

fl I . • . ■ « . a % % % J* . . 
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their lives where they had left i tT. ! 

While Mr. McNeel was at Point I 
Pleasant a child was born and died 1 
before bis return. The mother with \ 
her own hands prepared the cotfin l 
and grave and buried it. 1 'Uo 

They reared live children, two! n 
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these children were married and 

reared large families. 

Mr. McNeel was the first man to 
settle in Little Levels when only 
twenty years of age. Mr. McNeel 
aiso laid the foundation of the Meth 
odist church and first established 
' Methodism in Pocahontas county. 

Mrs John McNeel laid the first 
body to rest in the McNeel graveyard 
Mr. McNeel lived to be eighty years 
of age and died in 1825. 
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